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Basic Book Format 
Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Publication Date. 

Book with One Author 

Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. Penguin, 1987. 

Book with More Than One Author 

When a book has multiple authors, order the authors in the same way they are presented in the book. 
The first given name appears in last name, first name format; subsequent author names appear in 
first name last name format. 

Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer Tutoring. Allyn and 

Bacon, 2000. 

If there are three or more authors, list only the first author followed by the phrase et al. (Latin for 
"and others") in place of the subsequent authors' names. (Note that there is a period after “al” in “et 
al.” Also note that there is never a period after the “et” in “et al.”). 

Wysocki, Anne Frances, et al. Writing New Media: Theory and Applications for Expanding the 

Teaching of Composition. Utah State UP, 2004.  

Citing an Entire Web Site 

It is a good idea to list your date of access because web postings are often updated, and information 
available on one date may no longer be available later. When using the URL, be sure to include the 
complete address for the site except for the https://. 

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number, Name of 
institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of resource creation (if 
available), URL, DOI or permalink. Date of access (if applicable). 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/
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The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2008, 

owl.english.purdue.edu/owl. Accessed 23 Apr. 2008. 

A Page on a Web Site 

For an individual page on a Web site, list the author or alias if known, followed by the information 
covered above for entire Web sites. If the publisher is the same as the website name, only list it once. 

"Athlete's Foot - Topic Overview." WebMD, 25 Sept. 2014, www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-

treatments/tc/athletes-foot-topic-overview. 

An Image (Including a Painting, Sculpture, or Photograph) 

Provide the artist's name, the work of art italicized, the date of creation, the institution and city where 
the work is housed. Follow this initial entry with the name of the Website in italics, and the date of 
access. 

Goya, Francisco. The Family of Charles IV. 1800. Museo Nacional del Prado, Madrid. Museo 

Nacional del Prado, www.museodelprado.es/en/the-collection/art-work/the-family-of-

carlos-iv/f47898fc-aa1c-48f6-a779-71759e417e74. Accessed 22 May 2006. 

An Article from an Online Database (or Other Electronic 
Subscription Service) 

Cite articles from online databases (e.g. LexisNexis, ProQuest, JSTOR, ScienceDirect) and other 
subscription services as containers. Thus, provide the title of the database italicized before the DOI or 
URL. If a DOI is not provided, use the URL instead. Provide the date of access if you wish. 

Alonso, Alvaro, and Julio A. Camargo. "Toxicity of Nitrite to Three Species of Freshwater 

Invertebrates." Environmental Toxicology, vol. 21, no. 1, 3 Feb. 2006, pp. 90-94. 

Wiley Online Library, doi: 10.1002/tox.20155. 

A YouTube Video 

Video and audio sources need to be documented using the same basic guidelines for citing print 
sources in MLA style. Include as much descriptive information as necessary to help readers 
understand the type and nature of the source you are citing. If the author’s name is the same as the 
uploader, only cite the author once. If the author is different from the uploaded, cite the author’s 
name before the title. 

 “8 Hot Dog Gadgets put to the Test.” YouTube, uploaded by Crazy Russian Hacker, 6 June 

2016, www.youtube.com/watch?v=WBlpjSEtELs. 

 


	Book with One Author
	Citing an Entire Web Site
	A Page on a Web Site
	An Image (Including a Painting, Sculpture, or Photograph)
	An Article from an Online Database (or Other Electronic Subscription Service)
	A YouTube Video

